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“CASE OF COL. ANDE 
Congress have atélast despatclied ihe case of ® 
Colonel Anderson, but in a manner which we 
sider calculated to do them no honor wi e 


ents or posterity.» The maintaini ie 
eae seeing ah individual, calling him to 
» questioning him, and then reprimarid- 


him, without ah oath to pence, “pi 
admitting their power to be ddsolute. 
) We made an error when we stated that con- 
uild not try, detain or ptinish John Ander- 

, or consign him over to any tribunal that 

. We find the contrary. We should have 
pidthat congress could not constitutionally try, de- 
tain or punish John Ariderson. This body it seems 
can do whatever tiey please. The king in the free 
gaverninent of Great Britain, it is said, can do no 
wrong—so perhaps in this free gover? it may 
be said from this day neither can congress. 1f John 
Anderson could be tried for a contempt of the 
Tiouse ahd punished, and any reason jean define 
4 this to be justice which tries and punishes a man 
for an offence which is not marked by any existing 
statute to be an offence; thenfindeed are we equal- 
ly punishable, with him for having dared to speak 
of tlie co t of the house, pending the ques 
éf their powers, or thus daring to say that,b 
their. decision, according to our judgment, they 
have usurped authority. If the liberties of this 
country are at any day to be jeopardized and in- 
vaded, said“a man, who, however, he may have 
stood, during his political career, will stand with 
posterity ag one-of the brightest,ornaments of his 
country—and that man was Hamilton—if the li- 
berties of this country are at any day to be jeop- 
ardized and invaded—behold the grave which will 
“¥ swallow them, said he, pointing to congress,— 

: } oh One man dare not attempt it, treasonable as he 
may be, hiscourage will fail when he comes to the 
sticking place, it isin a popular body, warm in de- 

‘ bate, and their feelings taken by surprise, their 
‘ I A : better judgment asleep, that the liberties of the 
people ate to be invaded by the very organs of 
the pecple themselves and who are but the sez- 
vants of the people. These were the sentiments 
if not the very words of this statesman. 

A contempt of court is definable+-Lij are con- 
gress a court? Have they hitherto considered 
themselves so, or are they about to clothe them- 
selves with a new authority, throwing aside the 
letter of the constitution, and making provision 
for whatever privileges and power they may 
think most meet and fitting? ‘rhe agitating a 
question in a public newspaper after a ‘suit has 
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igeetenpt of court and punishable. Are 
|| congress when they are legislating upon the 
contempt against ‘their honorable body sbout to 
make it punishable to question the cotreetness of 
their proceedings? If they can try and punish 
John Anderson for an undefined crime, for which 
there is no law, $o can they. try and punish us 
for utteding ‘and giving publicity to our sefti- 
ménts of the unconstitutionality of their proceed- 
ings, and by an act of violence prostrate to the 
dust the paliadium of our liberties, the Sedom 
of the press, and the right of conscience, 

Had every member of that body sanctioned 
their first act of arresting John Anderson, by v0- 
ting without a dissenting voice that they were right, 
we should have equally reserved to ourselves the 
liberty, amd should have as unequivocally have 
used it, to.detlare out opinion that they were 
wrong, afid that they bad transgressed against the 
chartér under which they act. 

Theit powets are definite, and ate written 
down for them, arid not only are they told how far 
they shall go, bul how far they shall not. From 
whom do they derive thosé powers? from ‘the 
people-—and all the power “that is not delegated 
to them by the people is yet in the custody of the 
people themselves. 

Had John Anderson applied for the act of ha- 
beas corpus, is there any judge or jury in the 
land that could have tried and convicted him? or 
is there any court of conscience that could have 
‘sentenced him to a reprimand 7 and can congress 
vest themselves with authority that can exceed all 
the bounds presctibed by law? Hate they a 
| constitution which defines their: powers and pri- 
vilegeg, or are tliey omnipotent? Patrick 
Henry among his many objections to the constitu. 
tion, snd which had theit effect in —_ 
bill of rights, and the athendments which - 
pany it, madé the following one, which We ex- 
tract from Mr. Wirt’s life of that great orator and 
statesman. 

“The vast and alarming atray of specific powers 
given to the general goveynment, and the wide 
door opened for the.unlimited extension df those 
powers by the cn authorized Congress 
to pass all laws to <urry the given powere 
into effect. It wag urged that this elanie rendered 
the previous specification of powers‘an idle illu- 
sion, since, by the force’ of construction arising 
from éiat clause, Congress might easily do afy 
thing and every thing it chose under pretence of 
giving effect to some specified gewer.” ‘ 
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By the proveedings of Congress in this case of 
Anderéon’s, do we behold the prophetic fears of 
Patrick Henry realized, and notwithstanding that 
@mendment tothe constitution,which says, no 
waftant shall issue but supported by oath or affir- 
mation, do we find their first act, which, might 
have had its origin by the eurprize and indignation 
of the moment, and the! deknowledgment of 
which as an error would but have shewn the mag- 
nanimity of Congress; this act do we find main- 
tained and defended with a pertinacity worthy of 
a better cause, and the prisoner arraigned under 
it, at the bar, and the sentence of the house 
passed upon him. If Congress had the power to 
arraign John Anderson at their bar, and pass up- 
on him the sentence of a reprimand, they had 
equal ‘authority to pass upon him sentence of 
death. If they had the power to arraign and ques- 
tion him, they had the power also to apply the 
torture, provided he refused to answer. Is Can- 
gress then, that awful tribunal, that imquisitorial 
body which we have read of in nations devoted to 
slavery and superstition? Have they the autho- 
rity to clothe the:selves with the sanguinary 
power of the secret judges? for if they have the 
tight of punishing whatever they may deem or con. 
strue into an offence openly or by day, so have they 
the same right of punishing secretly and by night. 

It is an easy matter to invade the liberties of a 
constitution or coun"; y; ‘to preserve them invio- 
late however has hitherto been considered the 
duty and the interest of the representatives of 
the people... How far they may stand acquitted 
in their consciences by these proceedings, is not 
for us to inquire into, but according to our view 
of the subject, we would rather stand in the shoes 
of John Anderson, ‘with all his reprimand upon 
his back, than in those of any of the majority of 
his judges who refused to discharge him or to al 
low that “ they did not possess the constitutional 
power to try, or the right to punish him.”— 
Throughout the whole of this novel and deeply 
interesting business, (for we consider éAat which 
iafringes on the loerty of the citizen, the inost 
inieresting of all other considerations, ) this gentle- 
man has been handled with a severity, and suf- 
fered under a variability of judgment, as well as 
of feeling, which will do little credit to our annals, 
After having been brought up to the bar, he is 
sent from it without examination, anda constitu- 
tional question agitated, durjig Which, waving the 
aid of counsel allowed to him, he asks for per- 
ntission to make his defence and explanation to 
the House,- not availing himself of their own 
doubts as to their own powers, which permission 
i## refused him, but which in the latterS@tage of 
‘the proceeding he # called upon to perform, and 
to stand the as an examination; and after 
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having been interrogated on the onl point which 
could coustitute him an offetider; Whether ia 
writing to Lewis Williams, he had any intention 
nduce him to support his claims, « against hig 
conviction of theit justice, and to interfere with the 
discharge“of his legislative duties, or to offer any 
contempt to the, dignity of the House,” and after 
ving received his most solemn negative in the 
folloWing words: “No, I call God to witnesstoth 
which is the most sacred appeal I can maken! 
repeatedly assured him, that the offer w nya 
without any wish to influence his opinions in 
degree” With this appeal, under this denial, 
the house order their speaker to reprimai 
from the chair, which is performed with 
unrelenting severity, and which, in conte 
his most solemn asseveration, judges him as the 
most obdurate and equivocating of offenders, 
All the testimony which was adduced, wag 
highly honorable to the feelings and character 
of the prisoner ; but if the house had prejudged 
the case, or previously determined to punish the 
prisoner bya reprimand, they might have spared 
him the trouble of denying that which they con. 
sidered his offence. Had John Anderson re: 
plied to the question of his offence by acknow- 
ledging that his intention was to bribe of influ. 
ence the judgment of the honorable member, 
then, indeed, might the house ‘have had some 
reason to express its resentment ;’ but when the 
offence is disclaimed, under an appeal to his God 
for the truth of what be utters, what tight, what 
justice, dictated the sentence of a reprimand ?— 
They had the evidence of the letter long ago in 
their hands. Was it upon this evidence they 
reprimanded him? If so, what necessity of ques. 
tioning him on the subject? The evidence of 
the letter appeared to the house to mean the in- 
tention of bribery. To satisfy their minds, how- 
ever, on this subject, John Anderson is interre- 
gated whether he meant it as such—he denies 
such to be his intention, and calls God to hear him. 
Admitting, for a ‘moment, the power of the 
House to constitute the attempt to bribe amem- 
ber, a crime, and that they had also the power to 
punish it; if that crime was not committed and 
it was altogether a mistake on their part, they 
certainly would not argue that they had the right 
to pubnish a man because they were in error— 
John Anderson either did or did not attempt to 
bribe My. Lewis Williams by the letter. The 
Speaker asks him the question; and he solemnly 
swears he did not. Is John Anderson then to bé 
punished because he did not attempt to bribe Mr. 
Williams ? The whole of this business, look st 
it which way you will, is the most extravagant for 
a wise and deliberate body to commit that we ever . 
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The close, however, of this charitable repri- 
mand caps the climax. Not in the least molified 
by the oath of colonel ‘Anderson, that he meant 
no bribe-that he iritended no contempt either to 
the member or the _House—that he had uninten- 
tionally committed an error, which he was sorry 
for ; but that beyond this his conscience was clear. 
The honorable Speaker, in the name of the -hon- 

rable House, tells him in the most Litter taunt 
‘the he indulges the hope, that on his return home 

e will he mote convinced of the magnitude of 
his offence. That is as much as to say, John An- 
Werson, although you feel yourself innocent, the 

"House indulges the hope that on your return 
homéyimadness may overtake you, and that you, 
ever after, may imagine yourself guilty. 

‘John Anderson has demeaned himself thus far 
with humility, he has now ‘another part to act, 
he owes it as a duty to his country. He should 
mencé a suit at common law against the ser- 
geant at arms for his arrest, and test the powers of 
Congress either to try him or to punish him. As 
Patrick Henry says, when you speak to me of the 
privileges of the constitution, there isan ambiguity, 
sir, a great ambiguity, an ambiguity the most as- 
—— 
‘OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


The following message and accompanying docu- 
ments transmitted, on the 13th instant, 
the P: of the United States, to b 
Houses of Congress. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States. 

I have the satisfaction to inform Congress that 
the establishment at Amelia Island has been ok 
pressed, and without the effusion of blood. T 

apers which explain this transaction, f new lay 
fore Congress. 

By the suppression of this establishment, and of 
that at Galvezton, which will soon follow, if it has 
not already ceased to exist, there is good cause to 
believe that the consummation of a project fraught 
with much injury to the United States, has béen 

vented, When we consider the persons en- 
gaged in it, being adventurers from different 
countries, with very few, if any, of the native in- 
habitants of the Spanish colonies—the ‘terriféry 
on which the establishments were made—one, 
on a portion of that claimed by the United States 
Wwestwafd of the Mississippi, the other on a part 
of East Florida, # province in negotiation between 
the United States'and Spain—the claim of their 
leader, as announced by his proclamation, in tak- 
ing possession of Amelia Island, comprising the 
whole of both the Floridas, without €xceptin 
that part of West Florida which is incorporate 
into the state of Louisiana—their conduét while 
in the possession of the island, making it instru- 
mental to every species of contraband, and in re- 
gard to slaves, of the most odious and dangerous 
character—it may fairly be concluded that if the 
enterprize had succeed on the scale on which it 
was formed, much annoyance and injury would 
have resulted from it to the United States. 
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Other circumstances were thought to’ be no leas 
deserving of attention. The pee, ot ts go- 
vernment by foreign adventurers in Island, 
ry ier = the colonial gove ad Buenos 
yres, Yenezuela, of Mexico, ending to s0- 
vereignty, and exercising its highest offices, pars 
ticu in granting commissions to privateers; 
were acts which not fail to draw after them 
the most sefious consequences. ‘It was thé duty 
of the executive, either to extend to this establis 
ment all the ad $ of that neutrality, whi 
the United States had prox and have abs 
served, in favor of the coloniés of Spain, who, by 
the strength of their own population and resources 
had declared their independence, and were afs 
fording strong proof of their ability to maintait? it, 
or to make the discrimination which circumstances 
required, Had the first course been pursu: nb 
should not only have sanctioned all the rfu 
claims and practices of this oh gos go \ 
in regard to the United States, but have counte- 
nanced a system of prvessalas in the Gulf of 
—— =p prs ide effects of which 
might, and pro wou ve beendeeply 
vay extensively felt. The path of duty was plain 
from the commencement; but it was to 
enter upon it while the obligation could be resist- 
ed. The law of 1811, lately published, 4nd which 
it is, therefore, proper now to mention, was cons 
sidered applicable to the case, from the moment 
that the proclamation of the chief of the enter- 
prize was seen, and its obligation was daily im 
creased by other considerations of high impor, 
tance, already mentioned, which were deemed | 
sufficiently strong in themselves to dictate the 
course which has been pursued, : 

Early intimation i By Bae any reseived Ff 
dangerous purposes ese 

recautions wale taken, by the establishment of 2 
‘orce near the St. Mary’s, to prevent their effect, 
or, it is probable, that they would have been more 
sensibly felt. 

To such establishment, made so near our settles 
ments, in the expectation of deriving sid from 
then, it is particularly gratifying to find that very 
little encouragement was mt. The éxample 
80 conspicuously displayed by our fellow citizens, 
that their sympathies cannot be perverted to im- 

roper purposes, but that a love ry, the in- 
ence of morat principles, and a res fot the 
laws, are predominant with them, is a sute 
that all the very flattering anticipations, which 
have been formed of the success of our institu- 
tions, will be reatized. ‘This example has prove, 
that if our relations with foreign power ate to be 
changed, it must be done by the constituted autho- 
rities, who, alone, acting on a high responsibility, 
are competent to the P are’ FF ning until such 
clange is thus made, that our fellow citizens will 
respect, the existing relations, hy a faithful ad. 
herence to the laws which secure them. ‘ 

Believing that this.enterprize though under- 
taken by persons, some of whom may have held 
commissions some of the colonies, was un¢ 
authorized by, amd unknown to the colonial go- 
vernments, full dence is entertained that.it 
will be disclaimed by them, and that effectual 
measures will be takem to prevent the abuse of 
their authority, in all cases to the injury of the 
United States. 

From'these injuries especially those pro¢e¢d+ 
ing from Amelia Island, Spain would be responsijs 
ble, if it was not manifest, that althongl commit» 








$6 


ted in the latter instance, through her territory, she 
was utterly unable to prevent them. Her territo- 
ty, however, ought not to be made instrumental, 
through her inability to defend it, to purposes so 
injufious t» the United States. To. a country, 
over which she fails to maintain her authority, and 
which she permits to be converted to the annoy- 
ance of her neighbors, her jufisdiction for the 
time necessarily ceases to exist. The territory of 
Spain will, nevertheless, be ed so far as it 
may be done, conaistently with the essential in- 
terests and safety of the United States. In ex- 
pelling these adventurers from these posts, it was 
not intended to make any conquest from Spain, or 
to injure in any degree the cause of the colonies. 
Care will be taken that no part of the territory 
contemplated by the law of 1811, shall be oceupi- 
ed by @foreign government of any kind, or that 
injuries of the nature of those complained of shall 
be repeated ; but this it is expected will be pro- 
vided for, with every other interest, in a spirit of 
amity, in the negotiation now depending with the 
government of Spain. JAS. MONROE. 
AMELIA ISLAND. 
Documente accompanying the message of the Presi- 
dent to ress, on the 13th instunt. 
DEPARTMENT OF WA 
January 12th, ‘1818, 

Srn—I have the honor to transmit copies of the 
erders which have been given by the acting Se- 
cretary of War to major Bankhead, in relation to 
taking possession of Amelia Island, and copies of 
the tommunications which have been made to 
this department by that officer, which embraces 
all the information immy possession. 
"I have the honof to be, sir, with the highest re- 
spect, your most obedient servant, 

J. C. CALHOUN. 

The President of the U. S. 


U. S. Sate Jomn Apams, 
Off Amelia, Dec. 22, 1817. 
Sta—We have received orders from our go- 
vernment to také possession of Amelia Island and 
to occupy the post of Fernandina with a part of 
our force, which will be moved over.as soon as it 
will be convenient for your troops to evacuate it. 
To avoid unnecessary delay, we think proper 
at this time to inform you, in the eveht of your 
acquiescence in this demand, that you will be at 
liberty to depart withthe forces under your com- 
mand, and such property as belongs unquestiona- 
bly fo thiem will be held sacred. 
You are to leave the public property found by 
eneral M‘Gregor at Fernandina, in the same eon: 
Scion it was taken, and the property of the 
inhabitants of Amelia Island must be restored to 
them, where they have been forcibly dispossess- 
ed of it, and no depredations on privafé property 
from this period wil be permitted with impunity. 
Should you, cont:ary to the expectations of the 
President of thie United States, refuse to give us 
peaceable possession of fhe Island, the conse- 
quence of resistance must rest with you. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your most obedient servants. J.D. HENLEY, 
Capt. in the navy, and comd. in chief of the na- 
val forces of the U. 8. off Amelia. 
JAS. BANKHEAD. 
Maj. Ist bat. art. comd. land forces. 
Gen. Aunr, Commander in chief 
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Head quarters, Fernandin 
‘Aaa, Dec, 23d, i817, : tact 
the independence. 

Gextirmen—lI have had the honor to receive 
your official letter of this day.’ The nature of 
contents requiring mature delibefation, 1 hai 
submitted the same to the representatives of the 
republic, and as soon as I shall have obtained their 
opinion, it shall be immediately sent to you, ©, 

I can, however, state to you, gentleme 
no opposition.will be made to” surtender 
and of Amelia, on the part of this gov 

Ihave the honor to remain, wit 
gentlemen, your ob’t and humble se 









AURY, 
Commander in’ 
Com. J. D. Henley, Maj. Bankhead, &e.. 9 | 


on board the U. 8. ship Johm Adams. vig 7 


Head- Quarters, Fernandina, Island of Amélia, 
December 22, 1817, and the Bth of the inde. 
dence. C 

Genrienen—t have received your officiallet. 











of the forces at Fernandina. 





ter of this day, by which, in the name of the go. 
vernment of the United States, you summon us 
to evacuate this place, with the troops under my 
command, as possession thereof is te be taken 
by the forces under your command, under cer. 
tain conditions therein specified. 

This republic, that of Mexico, nor any other 
of South América, being at war with the United 
States, oblige me to state to you that the tom 
tents of your letter have greatly surprised this 

overnment and the people of the state. You 
Coe neverthéless intimated that, im» case of our 
acquiescence to your demand, we be pes. 
mitted to evacuate this Island; 10 
nor ever has been a part of the United 
Allow me, gentlemen, to observe to you, that 
from the moment we took Fernandina the 
force of our arms we entered into ‘the full pos- 
session of all the rights; appertaining to our ene- 
my, and that to this day we haye ocpeoed 
these rights at the risk of our lites and nes 
Fhe boundaries of the Floridas and the 
States having been fairly settled by the treaty 
friendship, limits, and navigation, on the pac 
second of October, one thousand séven hundred 
and ninety-five ; leave us at a loss to ascertain 
your authority to interfere im our internal con- 
cerns. 

Our sufprise increases when we reflect that 
your communication comes as authorized by the 
government of a people who glory in their re- 
spect for the rights of nations, whether great. or 
small, and who no doubt sympathize and wish 
success to their southern brethren, in the strug- 
gle for liberty and independence, in which they 
are engaged, as were the United States forty 
years ago. ; . 

On the other side, you promise to hold sacred 
such of Ourproperty as unquestionably belongs to 
our citizens. Who is to be the judge in this 
case? The United States, who can, by no means, 
elaim any kind of jurisdiction from the source of 
the river St. Mary’s, down te the ocean, on this 
side of the centre of the channel? We entertain 
too mich veneration for your constitution to be- 
lieve for a single moment that you, sup “ 
ready in possession of this island, which has neve? 
been ceded by the king of Spain, or by its inha- 






{ bitants to the United States, can bring with yous 


competent tribunal to decide upon this question- 


United © 
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". United States to be unquestionably the only free 
people on the surface of the globe, we cannot ad- jf 
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The onlydaw you can addace in your favor, ae we feel assured that ogee, wil be no difficul 
ry us. 


that of force, which is yh '¢ repugnant to repub- 
lican governments and to the principles of a just 
and impartial nation. The same observation may 
be applied to your interference with the property 
of the inhabitants, which we have always respect- 
ed and considered as sacred. +, 469 

You order us, also, as if we were subjects of 
your government, to leave behind, when Fernan- 
na is evacuated, all the public property that was 
at its surrender. This demand is directly 

to the public rights by which all public 
y captured by the enemy is avowedly that 
the captors, when not otherwjse stipylated,— 
Are you acting in the name of the King of Spain 
‘or his allies? As we consider the people of the 








mit that you have now become the adherents of 
a tyrant ; otherwise your demand is inadmissible 
and unjustifiable in the world, and if 
we must yield to it all the blame rests with you. 
. Permit me, therefore, gentlemen, to request of 
you, to lay before the President of the United 
States these remarks, in order that a matter of so 
serious a ay | may b® ‘reconsidered. We 
have read his Excellency’s Message at the open- 
ing of Congress, with the utmost concern; an 
have concluded that the political situation of this 
yepubiic has been greatly misrepresented, in the 
United States, through the intrigues of our ene- 
mies. We have certainly a right to be heard, for 
which purpose I shall have the honor of forward- 
ing to your.government the necessary documents. 

if youre not disposed to let things remain in 
statu quo, Until the President’s further determina- 
tion be known} I am.authorised to assure you that 
we respect and esteem too highly the people of 
the United States to carry matters to extremities. 

Thave the honor to remain, with the highest 
consideration, gentlemen, your obedient and hum- 
ble servant, 

AURY, 


J,D. Henley, Esq. Captain in the Navy, 
‘and commanding the United States 
Naval forces off Amelia. James Bank- 














Cummander in Chief. | 





ties in the arrangements 

The squa will immediately sail into the 

a w the r officer of the land 

orees Preys wait on the ee a. chief, to 

make necessary arrangements 

of the troops. We have the honor to be, wey 

respectfully, your ee eres nize,” 
v. D. 
Captain in the Navy, and com r in 
chief of the U. S. Naval forces off 


Amelia. io within 
JAMES Bi AD, 
Major 1st battalion artillery, command 
lund forces, &c; Bd 


Gen. Aury, commander in chief of 
the forces at Fernandina. 
Head-Quarters, Fernandina, Island oy 29% 
. December 23d, 1817, and 8th of the . 
CONE, ac 
Thaye the honor to reteive your letter of 
this date. I am ready to surrender this. place to 
the forces under your command, whenever you 
red judge proper to come aiid take possession 
ereof. 


= have the honor to be, ve respectfully, r, your 
most obedient servant, ad ial 


AURY, 
Commander in chief, 
J. D. Hexrey, Esq 


Captain in the Navy, fc. &c, 
Jas. Banxueran, Esq. 
Major Ist Bat. &c. &c. 
Depatment of War, 
17th July 1817, 
Sin—Cireumstances having made it necesarry 
to occupy, without delay, Point Petre, and the 
St. Mary’s river, by a military and naval force, I 
have to request that you will instruct the officer 
whom, in pursuance of the order issyed through 
joes, po general, you may detail to take com- 
Point Petre, toco-operate with the officer 
commanding the naval force on that station, in 
such measures as may be deemed necessary for 





head, Esq. Major of the Ast battalion of 

artillery, U.S. Army, and commanding 

Military forces. ; 

— -_ 
U. S. Sarr Joux Avams, 
off Amelia Island, Nec. 23d, 1817. 

Smm—We have had the hopor to recgive your 
communication of the 22d inst. and will briefly 
remark that, as officers in the service of the Uni- 
ted States, we are bound to obey the orders 
emanating frém the authorities of our govern- 
ment, without any discussion or animadversion on 
our part as to the gorrectness of them. We have 
been ordered by the, President of the United 
States to take possession of Amelia Island, and, as 
the President has expressed his solicitude that the 
effusion of blood may be avoided, if possible, it 
must be gratifying to us to be informed by you, 
that no resistance will be made to us. 

We will again remark that private property 
wigan pace and that our ands extend only 
to the public propert tured by Gen. Mac 
ee er Fernand} wt Me : * 

We propose to Jand a force to-day, and to hoist 
the American flag. Under that flag no oppres- 
vive or unjust measures will ever be witnessed; 









the preservation of peace and i me of 


to apprehend may be disturbed in 
of the contest between the Spanish royalists and 
patriots, for the oceupation of the adjacent terri- 
tory. The officer willsalso be instructed to use 
due ice to prevent’ the violation of the re- 
venue laws of the United States, and in particular 
to prevent the illicit introduction of slaves into the 
United States; and in order to do this the more 
effectually, he will prohibit all vessels freighted 
with Slaves from entering the river St. Mary’s, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


GEO, GRAHAM, 
The officer commanding at . 
Charleston, 8. C;. ; 
Extract of letter. ftom George Graham, acting Se. 


of War, t¢ Major James Bontheot 
Charlerton, S&C. dated Neveniber 12, 1817. 
“1am instructed by the president to direct 
you to repair immediately to Point Petre, with 
the effective force under your command, leaving 
only an officer and a few men PP agnres of forte 
Moultrie and —— Py he n has been 
0} to repair wi his company, at fort 
Johnson, North Carolina, to Point Petre, and 
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a detadhitient of new recruits, under the com- 
mand of ¢aptain Hook, who was on his route 
to_join the ath infantry, has also been ordered to 
that place. The troops enumerated above, and 
those now stationed at Point Petre, will consti- 
tite a force of more than two hundred men, of 
which you will take the command until the ar- 
. Yiyal of. general Gai A emittance of five 
thousand dollars has been made to your battalion 
quarter-master, whom you will take with you: 
and you will make requisitions for the necessary 
supply of provisions, on the contractor’s agents. It 





[No. $/Vot. ¥ 


, As no payee ae been peeing te the 
nication addr to you from this departm : 
the 17th July last, it Becalians necessary to Palen 
that the receipt.of this may be acknowledged, and 
that you also advise this department re of 
your movements. 

{ have the honor to be, &c. &e. 


GEORGE GRAHA 
Major James Banxagap, he 
Gommanding at Charleston, S.C, 








will be advisable to take from, Charlegton a sup- 
ly of salted meat, and a sufficient. quantity of 
our and hard bread, to serve two hundred and 
fifty men for thirty days at least.” 


- . Department of War, Nov. 12th 1817. 

Sim—ft appearing to the satisfaction of the 
president, that the persons who have lately taken 

session of A Island. have déne it with- 
ut the sanction of any of the Spanish colofiies, or 
Of any organized government whatever, and for 
purposes unfriendly to, and incompatible with, the 
interests of the United States, he has decided to 
breakup’ that cralbebmest and take temporary 
possession of Amelia Island; for this purpose, 
ine troops ordered to assemble at Point Petre, 
will co-operate. with the naval force which has 
been ordered to St. Mary’s under the command 
of captain Henley. 

it if the anxious wish of the president, that this 
should be accomplished without the effusion of 
blood ; and he confidently hopes, that the force 
destined for the purpose will be of such an impos- 
ing character, a8 tovinduce those persons who 
jyow have the mili eccupation of the island, to 
abandon it without the exercise of force; but, if it 
should be found to be indispensibly necessary, 
force must be used. You will, therefore, immedi- 
ately on the arrival of captain Henley. at St..Ma- 
ty’s, and, in conjun¢tion with him, despatch an 

ficer to demand the abandonment of the istand, 

y those who now exercjse authority there, and 
take such other measures as may be deemed pro- 

er to obtain the peaceable possession of it; also 
forthe preservation of the property of those per- 
no who wee residen 4 ge island + spd was 

rst captured ne r. Should your 
dame for ihe W acdation of Amelia be ah 
plied with, wa will then occupy witha part of 
your force the position of Fernandina, and take 
gare that the cannon and other implements of war 
which belonged to the port when captured by ge- 
neral MfGregor, are not taken off. " 

If peaceable possession of the island, however, 
tannot be obtained, and it Should he the epinion 
of captain Henley and yourself that your joint 
force= are not competent to the prompt and cer- 
tain reduction of the naval and military forces 
which may then occupy the harbor. and post of 
Fernandina, you will in that ¢vent, make a requi- 
sition on general Floyd, or other officer as 
ymay commatid that division of the militia of Geor- 
gia in which Point Petre is situated, for a force 
not exceeding five hundred men, to be held in 
Peadiness to march at a moment’s warning, and 
await the arrival of general Gaincs, who has been 
ordered to Point Petre, for ulterior measures. 

You will take with you from Charleston the pe- 
cestary military stores, and such heavy cannon as 
may he required for the reduction of the fort on 
Atnelia Island, in tte event of resistance. 


Sim—I have the honor to lay before 
correspondence held with general Aury, 7. es ; 


commander of this place, and to inform you that © 


the American flag was raised here yesterday. af. 
eves d ill elapse befo a 
Several days will elapse before general A 
can withdraw his followers, but I have ‘taken 
every measure toensure tranquility, by ordering 
all his black soldiers to be embarked on board one 
of the ships lying ih port, and by not suffering any 
person to appear in the town with arms, but his 
officers ; and the mqment their vessels are pre- 
pared to receive.thé whole of them, they shall 


epart. i 
Most of the inhabitants of this place, at this 
time, are followers of Aury, and those pe 
who have been drawn here from motives of spey. 
culation, who wre, I suspect, of that profligate 
character generally engaged in the viulation of 
evasion of our revenue laws. I shall, therefore, 
consult with commodore Henley, ‘and. will en 
force such regulations as may most likely tp 
preserve order, until I receiye 4 , 
the government. eee ie he 
Until this place is completely evacuated. by 
this band of negroes and privateersmen, I have 
deemed is prudent to keep the whole of my force 
here. On their departure I shall move all but 
one company to Point Petre. 
_ Lhave the honor to he, yery respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Major tat battalion arllery 5D. 
jor Ist battalion artillery S. D. 
patti. += pe Sa U.. 8, 
troops. ‘ 
Groner Grauam, esquire, 
Acting secretary of war. 


Fernandina, Amelia Island, 
Dec. 27, 1817. 

Srn-I had the honor to. ferward to the. War 
Department, on the 24th inst..a copy of the cor- 
respondence with General Aury, previous to the 
landing of the troops under my command ;, and I 
herewith sen-1 a duplicate of the same. , 

Some difficulty has arisen from a want of com. 
petent authority, to settle the disputed claims of 
the residents of this pldte against the late go- 
vernment and the followers vo nik who do not 


Pe 


seem disposed to comply with theif engagements. 

One or two vessels have arrived here with car- 
goes, which the owners are desirous to land, and 
it might be improper to permit it without obtain- 
ing security for the duties which the laws of the 
United States require’; and other vesstls loaded 


jin this part have met with some delay in cleari 


for their destination ; but the counsel of Gene 


Gaines, who arrived here last night, will regulate 
y conduct, and will, ia a great measuse, re- 
ve ny anxiety. 









December 24, 18175 . 
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frm Glence and excess, are stillhere. 
atil I am honored with your instructions, I 











_ river St. Mary’s in Georgia, and inform the mili- 


_ Officer in the service of the Spanish revolutionists, 
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will be sent, éither to strengthen your command, 


or to relieve so as to pursue your original 
destination. If you find it necessary upon your 
arrival at St. Mary’s to employ a good. pilot, well 
acquainted With the coast, rivers, and inlets, you 
are authorised to do so. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient’ servant, 

B. W. CROWNINSHIELD, 

Captain John H. Elton, ; 

Cofnmanding United States? 

brig Saranac, New York, 


Thave been obliged to exercise my authority, 
as commanding officer at this place, to preserve 
order; and I am happy to say, that nothing un- 

Jeasant has occurred. | I cannot say when Gen. 
Aury and his-party will sail. Their vessels are 
much out of order, and their arrangements to that 
effect progress bu’ ag A The morning after I 

, | ordered all-the black and French troops 
ie embarked on board of some of their vessels 
=but,the crews of their privateers, and many 
o } of all nations, who it is difficult to restrain 

















{ 
Navy Derautwerr, Nov. 14, 1817. 
‘Srn—Having been appointed to the command 
of the United States’ ship John Adams, you are 
hereby ordered, in conformity to the wishes of 


that the conrse I may pureve may meet 
the'appfobation of the President. 
Gen. Gaines leave this for the western frontier 


of Georgia the day after to-morrow. the President of the United Statés, to proceed 
I have the honor to be, with high respect, your || forthwith to the port of St. Mary’s, in i 
tnost obedient servant, “ taking with you the United States’ brigs 


JAS. BANKHEAD, 
Major Ist battalion artillery, and 
commanding this post. 
To the hon. the Secretary of War. 


prize and Promethus, and the schooner Lynx, if 
the two latter have arrived in New York, and are 
in a state of readiness to accompany you; but you 
will not procrastinate the departure of the shi 
John Adams on acconnt of these vessels, astany of 
Navy Department, i 
Jan. 13th, 1818. 
Sm—I have the honor to enclosé herewith, 
copies of orders to Captain John H. Elton, and 
Com. John’ D. Henley, in relation to’ Amelia Is-. 
land; also a letter from the latter officer, com- 
municating information of the surrender of that 
place to ‘the military and naval force of the Uni- 
ted States, together with the correspondence 
which took place on that ocrasion. 
a have the honor to be, with the highest respect 
, your most obedient servant, * , 
_<.-B. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
To the President of the United States. 


Navy Department, 
July 16, 1817. 
Sin—Proceed immediately with the United 
States’ brig Saranac under your cemmand to the 


at St. Mary’s, at which place you wal find the 
| United States’ brig nac, Captain John H. Eb 
ton, and gun-boat No. 168, lieutenant commandant 
‘R. M’Call, both of which vessels will act under 

your orders. 
_ The object of the President of the United 
States in ordering this naval force to St. Mary’s, 
Vis to retwove from Amelia Island the persons who 
‘have lately'taken possession thereof, and, as it is 
understood and believed, : authority from 
the colonies, or any organized goverhment what- 
ever, and to the preat annoyance of the United 
i that 


these persons shall be removed from that island, 





by*the land and naval forces of the United States, 

On your arrival at St. Mary’s, you will consult 
with the officer commanding*the military force, 
who is instructed to co-operate with you in the 
performance of this service. 

It is hoped that these persons will withdraw 
without bloodshed ; and you will, for this purpose 
should your relative be’ superior to -that of 
the commanding officer of the land. make 
known to the chief commanding:'in Amelia, the 
determination of the gov. of the United 
States to take possession of the island, and if the 
said ¢hief, and the armed forces his com- 
mand, will peaceably quit the island, you will pere 
every vessel, under whatever flag, which may |/mit them to do so, taking special care that no de- 
enter the river St. Mary’s or be found hovering | predations be committed on the inhalitants, whom 
upon the coast under suspicious circumstances, fit will’be your duty to protect from vi 
and seize at vessel freighted with slaves, or |linjury, either in their persons or 
whose doubtful character and situation shall indi- || ‘Should the force, however, now in 
cate an intention of smuggling. the island, coiftrary to, all expectations, resist and 

In the exeouiga of these ordets, you will take }}refuse absollitely to give up and abandon the 
special care ngt'to interrupt or detain any vessels |/same, you are to co-operate with the military force 
with regular papers, and of,a national character, ||of the United to proceed end take posses. 
upon lawful voyages to or from 3 port or ports of [sion of the i the name and by the autho- 


tary commander of your arrival, and of the objects 
specially desi to you in these orders. 
‘The recerit ogeupation of Amelia Island by an 


occasions just apprehensions, that from the vici- 
nity to the,coast of Georgia, attempts will be 
made to introduce slaves into the United States, 
contrary to the existing laws; and further at- 
tempts at illicit trade in smuggling goods in vio- 
lation of our revenue laws. ' 

You are hereby directed to detain and search 


fi 


the United States. ' « rity of the United States. 

The traffic in-slavesis intended to he reptlned you fall in with, on your way to St» Me- 
and, in the performance of this duty, You will |] ry’s, or find invAmelia, any vessels from the Uni 
exercise your i judgment in regard to all |} ted armed and equipped by American 


vessels you may Visi 


Communicate frequently ‘to this Department, | 


and the possession shall be taken for the present — 
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You will detain all prizes, or other vessels, hav- 
ing slaves on hoard, as the promeieey is strong 
Ahat they are intended to smuggled into the 
United States. You will report from time to time 
to this Department, the operations of the forces 
under your —_ Bas 

[ am, ¥ res, ’ : 

Bere. W. CROWNINSHIELD. 
Com. J. D. Henley. Co 

P.S, These orders are not to be delivered to 

any person. * 
U.S. Sure Joan Apams, 
Off Amelia, Dec. 24, 1817, 

Srr—I have the honor to transmit a copy of the 

dence with general Aury, late comman- 
der of this place, and to inform you that the Ame- 
rican flag was) y ay hoisted at Fernandina, 
and the Island of Amelia taken possession of by 
the land forces under major Bankhead, of the U. 
8. artillery. 

The black troops of general Aury have been 

embarked on board one of their ships lying in the 

and the remainder of hig foliowers will be 
sent off the Island as soon as the necessary ar- 
rangements can be made for the purpose. They 
are now éngaged in watering their ships, and in 


the course of a.week I hopi@to see of them 
over the bar. 
Most of the le inhabitant of this place, 


retired on its capture by M‘Gregor, and those 
now liere are principally adventurers who havé 
been attracted by motives of speculation, and, as 


I suspect and haveevery reason to believe, been 


e ed in the Viglation of our revenue laws, to 
pooreas: which laaee, sueh precautions will be 


taken as are within my power, and which will, 1 
presume, be adequate to the purpose. 

This will be sent by an express to Darien, the 
mail leaving this place hut once a week.’ 

I have the honor to be, very ectfully, your 
most obedient servant. JOHN D. HENLEY, 
The hon..B. W. Crowninshield, 

- Secretary of the navy. 


U, §. Sarr Jonw Apams, 

9) Off Amejia, Dec. 30, 4817. 
$1n—Since my arrival here I have been so much 
»engaged that I have not had one moment to write 
to my friends. You no doubt, however, have 
- some idea of my situation; and, from my official 
reports, known that the Americar flag :s now fly- 
‘ing on Amelia Island. As there are many novel 
eases which must present themselves, 1 ghould 
have been better pleased had my instructions 
been full; but we are now left to act as circum- 
stances may require ; and I fear that Aury and his 
followers will give us mugh trouble beforé they. 
it the —, I am sorry to add that the Ame- 
ee be much worse than any others, 
Should we be able to get through the business so 
as to meet the approbabtiog of the xlepartment, I 
shall feel much gratified ; but-J trust that shquld 
I err in any steps that I may take, it will be con- 
sidered by the president as an error of judgment; 
for i do assure you that nothing would be so 
Pleasing to me ag to have my conduct here ap- 
‘proved by the executive. 1 have endeavored to 
pas clase to the letter of my instrugtions as 
possible, and have avoided every difficulty, that 1 
possibly could. I regret very much the difficulty 
of cemmunicating with the govetiiment. We have 
gnly one mail per week, ang thatdoes not remain 















[Noi 3, Vor, y° 


in St. Mary’s long-en to enable answer 
_— we amy receit by it. Wipes 
i€ situation of my ship you are, no doubt, ac’ 
quainted with, as thos i several’ aaa at 
the secretary on that subject. I, however, 
wish to leave this place until every thing is se 
and the government have established some ki 
of police for the better government of this plac 












which I am in hopes will take place ere lone 
am fearful that Aury expects that the Amen 
government will relinquish Aumilia ; wh 
pression will retard his departure.. ¥ 
I have the honor to be, sir, ; 

Your t obedient servant, 


J. D. HENLEY, © 
Hon, B, W. Crowninshield, Sit cae 
Secretary of the navy, Washington. om A 


Extract from the capitulation of the 
Amelia, dated at Fernandina, 29th rie 
and signed by Francisco. Morales and Joseph, 
de Yribarren, attested by Bernardo Segin, and 
approved by Gregor MacGregor. oh oF 
“* Brigadier General MacGregor, commander jn 

chief of all the forces, both naval and military, 

destined to effect the independence of the Flori. 
das, and authorized by the constituted sautheri- 
ties of the republics of Mexico, Buenos Ayres, 

New Grenada, and Venezuela, offers Don Fran; 

cisco Morales, capéain del regimenta de. Cuba, 

commandant, civil and military, of the. island 

Amelia, the following terms,” &c. &c,”. 


Extract from a proclamation of MacGre, 


‘ gor, dated at head quartérs, + i 

June 30, 18M, and signed Gregor MacGregte 
attested by Jos. Yribarren, secretap i 
“ PROCLAMATION, |» » 

“* Gregor MacGregor, brigadier general of the 
armies of the United Provinces of New Grenada 
and Venezuela, ‘and general in chief of the ar. 
mies of the two Floridas, commissioned the 
ey directors of Mexico, South Ametics, 

c. &c. ' 

“In the name’of the independent governments 
of South America, which I have the honor to fe- 

resent, f thank you for thits fitst proof of your 
Saar and devotion to her cause, ahd # trust that, 
impelled by the same noble principles, you’ will 
soon be able to free the whole ofthe Ploridas 
from tyranny and oppression.” 


Extract of a letter from gen. Aury to 3.0. 
Henley, cammanding the United Pe “hi 
forces off Amelia Island, and to major James 
Bankhead, commanding the United nds 
litary forces off the same place, dated at 
quartefs, Fernandina, island of Amelia, . De- 
cember 2d, 1817. : 
“ Allow me, gentlemen, to observe to you 

that from the moment we took, Fernandina) by 

the force of our arms, we ent@fed into full pos- 
session of all the rights appertaining to our ene+ 
my, and that to thi we have supported these 
nae ‘at the risk of our lives and fortunes. The 
mines of the Floridas and the United States, 
ving been fairly settled by the treaty of friend- 
» limits, and navigation, on the twenty.se- 
th of October, one thousand seven hundred 
and: ninety-five, leave us at a loss to ascertain 
your authority to interfere in our internal. cop+ 
cerns.” ; 
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Vor, ke-1818,] 
following laws being referred to in the 

Laos Wy tenth which we thisday publish, 
transmitting to both houses of congress, docu- 
ments relating to the taking possession ®f Ame- 
Jia Island by the United States troops: and as the 
propriety of this preceeding of the executive has 
estioned by some persons, we publish the 





before them, a view of the whole 

and. judge for themselves. It will be 
ved by the dates of those laws, that they 
were passed several years ago, though not before 


now promulgated. 
“LAWS OF THE U. STATES. 
, RESOLUTION. 

Taking into view the peculiar situation of Spain 
and.of :.er American provinces; and considering | 
the influence which the destiny of the territory 
adjoining the southern border of the United States 
may have upon their security, trangility, and com- 
mexee. Therefore, 

Resolved, by the senate andhouse of representatives 

f the United Staies of America, inc assem- 

led, That the United States, under the peculiar 
circumstance’ of the existing crisis, cannot, with- 
gut serious inguietude, see any paft of the said 
territory pass into the hands of any foreign pow- 
er; and that a due regard to their own safety 
compels them to provide under certain contingen- 
cies, for the temporary occupation of the szid ter- 
ritory ; they. at the same time declare that the 
said territory shall in their hands remain, subject 
so future negotiation.. 

et J. B, VARNUM, 


Speaker of the house of representatives, 
. » GEO: CLINTON, 
Vice-president of the United States, and 
resident of the senate. 
January 15, 1811—Approved. 
JAMES MADISON. 


—: > 

AN ACT to enable the president of the United 

States, under certain contingencies, to take 

ssession of the country lying east of the river 

erdido, and south of the state of Georgia and 

the ane territory, and for other pur- 
9. 


Be it enacted by the eenute and house of representa- 
fives of the United States of America, in congress 
assembled, That the president of the United States 
be, and he is hereby authorised to take possession 
of, and occupy all of any part of the territory fy- 
ing east of tine river Perdido, and south of - the 
state of Georgia and thé Mississippi territory in 
case an ap tan, peo has been, or shall be made 
with the authority of the said territory, for 
delivering up the jon of the same, or any 
part thereof, te the United States, or in the event 
of an eae 3 upy the said territory, or any 
part yap » by any ry n ae and he 
may, for the purpose o: ession and oc- 
cupying the territory aforesaid, and in order 


maintain therin the authority of the United States, 
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curity of the said territory, to be applied under 
the direction of the presidént, out of any monies 
in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, in case 
session of the territory aforesaid shall be obtained 
by the United States, as aforesaid, that until other 
provision be made by congress, the president be 
er he is bony senrres: to establish, within 
e territory aforesaid, a tempora: vernment, 
and the mitary, eivit ad 9 clatnevers thereof 
shall be vested in such person’ or persons, and be 
exercised in such a manner, ag he may dircct, for 
the profection and maintenan€e of the inhabitants 
of the said territory in the full enjoyment of the:r 
liberty, property, and religion. 
Y J.B. VARNUM. 
Speaker of the house of reprsentatives. 
GEO: CLINTON, 
Vice-president of the United States, and 
president of the senate. 
January 15, eile, | 
AMES MADISON. 
-_ 


AN ACT concernining an act to enable the presi. 
dent of the valine Stakes, 7" certain contin. 
encies, te-take possession of the coun in, 
en of the river erdido,. and south of oe ays 
of Georgia and the Mississippi territory, and for 
other purposes, and the declaration accompany- 
ne the same. 
it enacted by the senate and hause of represen- 
tatives of the United States o ymng 4 congress 
assembled, That this act, and the act passed during 
the present session of Conger entitled “ An act 
to enable the president of the United States, un. 
der certain contingencies, to take possession of 
the country lying east of the Fiver Perdido, and 
south of the state of Georgia and the Mississippi 
territory, and for othef purposes,” and the decla- 
ration accompanying the same, be not printed or 
published until the end of the next session of con- 
gress, unless diregted by the president of the 
nited States, any aw or usage to the contrary 


notwithstanding. 
J, B. VARNUM, 
Speaker of the house of sigrceentatings, 
- JOHN POPE, 


president of the senate, pro tempore. 
March 3, 1811—Approved, 
JAMES MADISON, 


AN ACT authorising the president of the United 
States Oe ay of ‘a tract of country 
lying south of the Misssissippi territo: 
eet of the dtet Pentdo.. > 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen, 

tatives of the United States of America,in c ese 

assembled, That the president be, and he is hete- 


| by authorised, to se and hold all that tract 


of country called West Florida which lies west of 
the river Perdido, not now in possession of the 
United States, 





See. 2. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
purpose of occupymg and holding the country 


, and of; ing protection to the inha- 
thereof, under the authority. of the United 





‘employ any part of the army and navy of t 
Unsted States, which he may deem necessary. 
Sec. 2. Be Prere svendy That one hu 
thousand dollars be appropriated for defraying 


such expenses ag.tie president may deem neces- 
for obtarning pollhgsion as aforesaid, and the se- 









the military and naval force of the United - 


as he deem necessary. 

Sec. 3 And be it further enacted, ‘That for 
fraying the necessary expenses, twenty 
dollars are barely Sppropriated, to be paid out 
of any monigs in the treasury no; otherwise ap, 


States, the president may employ such pee of 
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aforesaid, under the direction of the president. 
H. CLAY, 
Seaker of the house of representatives 
WM. H. CRAWFORD, 
president of the senate, pro tempore. 
February 12,.1813—-Approved. 
JAMES MADISON. 


— 
NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 


FIRST GESSION—FIFTEENTH CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 
Monday, January 12. 


‘After much business of a private nature had 
been acted upon Mr. Burrill’s resolution offered 
some days since (sée page 12) in relation to the 
African slave trade was taken up, and after a short 
debate agreed to the bill from the house appro- 

riating money forthe public buildings, was re- 
ferred to the committee on the district of Colym- 
bia. 

Compensation to members. 

The bill from the houses making compensation 
to the members of congress, was taken up in com- 
mittee'of the whole, and an ametidment made in 
the phraseology, which was agreed to by the se- 
nate; when, , 

Mr. Tilson, after observing, that he should en- 
ter into no discussién of a question on which eve- 
ry member had unquestionably made up his mind, 
but, in order to take the sense of the senate, mov- 
ed to strike out eight and insert six-dollars, as the 
daily pay, and as the allowance for every 
twenty miles travelled. 

‘rhis motion was negatived, without debate, by 
a large majority. 

Mr. Dickerson, then moved to strike out eight 
and insert siz, as t¥e allowance for every tweaty 
miles travelled, and made a few observations in 
—— of his metion. Mr. Daggett briefly re- 

lied. 

The question was taken, the miotion lost, the 
verbalfamendment made was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill to be read a third time; 

And the senate adjourned. 

Amelia Island. 

Jan. Y4—A message received from the president 
of the. United States, announcing the possession 
of Amelia Island was communicated to the senate, 
accompanied by. certain documents, all of which 
will be found in this number of the register. 

Mr. Fromentin, submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration : © 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
allowing, to the judge ofithe sixth circuit court of 
the United States, a stim equal to the salary of the 
district court of South Carolina, for the term of 
one year, during which time the said circuit judge 
was-compelled by law to perform the duties of the 
judge of said district court.” 

Mr. Williams, of Miss. submitted the following 
resolution for consideration : 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States be requested to inform the senate what 
measures have been taken in pursuanéé of so 

feuch of the\third and fourth sections of the act en- 
utled “An act to authorize the appointment of a 
surveyor for the lands in the nothérn part of the 
ttississippi territory, and the sale of certain lands 
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spropriated, and to be applied to the purposes 









therein described,” as relates to the Preservation 


of certain sections, for the urpose laying 
and establishing towns thevscn %, ve 


_ Mr. Ggittenden, from the committee on the 
ciary, to whom the subject had been 
oo a ne to po es the state “aha a 
into twe judicial circuits; which second 
reading. : 

The senate resumed the considerati ‘ 
motion made by Mr Wilson on the 10th i 
struct the committee on militavy affair 
whether any, and if any, what further 
by law are necessary to secure.to the h 
diers who died, or who were killed, in the 
of their country, during ‘the late war, the 
in land to which they @re equitably entitled; 
agreed thereto. reir | 

The senate adjourned. ” 

Journal of the Convention. ae / 

Jan. 1$—Mr. Sanford, from the commi 
whom was referred’ the joint resolution mite 
the publication’ of the journal of. proceedings 
the convention which formed the constitution, re. 
ported the samé with some amendments, which 
were read. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business; after which 

The senate (for the purpose of allowi 
repairs to be made to their chamber) Br Boss 
to Monday. 







' HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





Saturday, Jan. 10.—The 
the house a letter directed to 
United States, from a certamn~ 
‘Mohr, residing in Wallendorf, in my, of. 
fering to come to America upon certain condi. 
tions, and to establish a manufactory of porcelain; 







On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the committee of 
ways and means were insjructed to inquire into 


fined sugar exported from the United States, 
Amelia Island. I 

Mr. Middleton,.from the committee on so mich 
of the nee of the President of the United 
States as re ] 
slaves from Amelia Island into the United States, 
made the following report : * 

The committee to whom was referred so much 
of the President’s message as relates to the il- 
ligit introduction of ‘slaves from Amelia 
having carefully taken the matter committed 
them into considerations respectfully report : 

That, having applied to the department 
state for information respecting the illicit intro- 
duction of slaves into the United States, the 
were referred by the sécretary of state to the 
documents transmitted to this howe by the Pre- 
| Sident’s message of the 15th last, con- 
sisting of various extracts of papers on the filés 
of the departments of state, of the*treasury, and 

the navy, relative to the proceedings of ter- 
‘tain persons who took possession of Amelia Ish 









in the summer of the past year, and also re 
e to a similar estab nt previously made 
at Galvezton, near the mouth ofthe river Tri 


nity. 
Upon a full investigation of papers, with 
a view to the sriees committe te them, “yout” 





which was read, and ordered to lie on the.table. . 


the expediency of allowing a drawback upon re- 


ates to the illicit introduction of ” 
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_ vetnment. The presumption, too, of any autho- 


‘to have been equally unauthorized, and who 
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commi are of opinion, that it is but too no- 
pr og n tcl seme infractions of the law pro] 
hibiting the importation of slaves into the United 
States have been perpetrated with impunity up- 
on.our southern frontier; and they are further 
of opinion, that similar infractions would have 
péated with increasing activity, without 
y interposition of the naval force under 
ion of the executive of our government. 

sé of the investigation, your commit- 
ound itgdifficult to keep separate the 
matter given into their charge, from to- 
sfa more general nature, which are neces- 
“interwoven therewith: they therefore crave 
the indulgence of the house, while they present 
sothe g° views, connected with the subject, 
eri have developed themselves in the prose- 

ion of their inquiry. 

Th vould pooh, from what had been collected 
from these papers, that numerous violations of 
out laws have book latterly committed by a com- 
bination of freebooters and smugglers of various 
nations, who located themselves in the first in- 
stance upon an uninhabited spot near the mouth 
of the river Trinity, within the jurisdictional li- 
mits of the United States, as claimed in virtue of 
the treaty of cession of Louisiana by France. 
This association of persons organized a system 
of plunder upon the high seas, directed chiefly 

st Spanish property, which consisted: fre- 
uently of slaves from the coast of Africa: but 
their conduct appears not always to have been | 
regulated by a strict regard to the national cha- 
racter of vessels falling into their hands, when 




















specie or other, valuable <aee) Pomel part 
the cargo. t vessels generally sailed un- 
der a pretende ican flag, although it does 


the establishment of Galvezton 
» or connected with, any go- 
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dent is fully authorized to employ the naval force 
to cruise on any part of the coast of the United 
States, or territories thereof, where he may judge 
attempts will be made to violate the provisions 
of that act, in order to seize and bring in for con- 
demnation all vessels contravening its provisions 
to be proceeded against according to law. 

By the joint resolation of the senate and house 
of papeesnsstite of 1$th January, 1811, and the 
act of the same date, the President is fully em- 
powered to occupy any part or the whole of the 
territory lying east of the river Perdido, and 
south of the state of Georgia, in the event of an 
attempt to occupy the said territory, or any part 
thereof, by any foreign government or power; 
and, by the same resolution and act, he may em- 
ploy any pee of the army and navy of the United 
States, which he may deem necessary, for the 
purpose ofttaking possession and occupying the 
territory aforesaid, aiid in order to maintain there« 
in the authority of the United States. 

Among the avowed projects of the persons 
who have occupied Amelia Island, was that of 
making the conquest of East and West Florida, 
professedly for the purpose of establishing there 
an independent government ; and the vacant lands 
in those provinces have been, from the origin of 
this undertaking down to the latest period, held * 
out as lures to the cupidity of adventurers, and 
as resources for defraying the expenses of the 
expedition. The greater part of West Florida 
being in the actual possession of the United States, 
this project involved in it designs of direct hos- 
tility against them ; and as ‘the ale object of 
the resolution and act of 15th January, 1811, was 
to authorize the President to prevent the pro- 
vince of East Florida from passing into the hands 
of any foreign power, it became the obyious du- 








rity ever having been given for such an establish- 
ment, is strongly repelled as well by its piratical 
character, as by its itinerant nature ; for the first 
position, at Galvezton, was abandoned on or about 
the 5th of April last, for one near Matagorda, 
upon the Spanish territory; and at a later period 
this last was abandoned and a transfer made to 
Amelia Island, in East Florida; 2 post which had 
been previously seized by persons, who appear 


were, at the timé of the said transfer, upon the 
point, it is believed, of abandoning their enter- 
prize, from the failure of resources, which they 
expected to have drawn from within our limits, 
in defiance of our Jaws. There exists, on the 
part of these sea rovers, an organized system of 
daring enterprize, suppo by force of arms; 
and it is only by, a penal Awl system of co- 
ercion that they can be met and constrained to 
respect the rights of property and the laws of 
nations, It is deeply to be regretted that prac- 
tices of such a character, within our immediate 
neighboriood, and.even within our jurisdictional 
limits, should have prevailed ecked for so 
long a time; more especially, a8 one of their im- 
mediate consequences was to give occasion to, 
the illicit introduction of slaves from the 
of Africa into these United States, and thus t 
revive a traffic sepug to humanity and to 
sound principles,of polity, as well as severely 
punishable by the laws of the land. 

By the 7th section of the act prohibiting the 
importation of slaves, passed in 1807, the Presi 























ty of the President to exercise the authority vest- 
ed in him by that law. It does not appear that, 
among these itinerant establishers of republics 
and distributors of Florida lands, there is a sin- 
gle individual inhabitant of the country where 

e republic was to be constituted, and whese - 
jands were to be thas betowed ; the project was 
therefore an attempt to occupy that territory by 
a fortign power. Where the profession is in 
such direct opposition to the fact; where the ves 
nerable forms, by which a free people constitute 
a frame of government for themselves, are prosti- 
tuted by a horde of foreign freebooters for. pur- 
gree of plunder; if, under color of authority 
rom any of the provinces contending for their 
independence, the Floridas, or either of them, 
had been permitted to pass into the hands of such 
a power, the committee ate persuaded it is quite 
unnecessary to peint out to the discernment of 
the house the pernicious influence which such 
a destiny of the territories in question must have 
had upon the security, tranquillity, and commerce 
of this Union. ; 

It is a matter of publi¢ notoriety, that two of 
.the persons who have* successively held the com. 
mand at Amelia Island, Whether authorized them. 
selves by any government or not, have issued com. 
missions for privateers, as in the nae of the 
Venezuciean and Mexican governments, to ves- 
Js fitted outin’the ports of the United States, and 
iefly manned and officered by our own country. 
‘men, for the of capturing the property 
of nations with which the United States are atpeace. 
One of the objects of the occupation of Amelia 
Island, it appears, was to possess a convenient re- 
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sott for privateers of this description, equally,re- 
probated by the laws of nations, which recognize 
them only under the denomination of pirates, and 
by several of the treaties of the United States 
with different European powers, which expressly 
denominate them as such.* It was against the 
subjects of Spain, one of the powers with which 
the United States have entered into stipulations 
prohibiting their citizens from taking any com- 
mission from any power with which she may be 
at war for arming any ships to act as privateers, 
| that these vessels have been commissioned to 
; eruize; though, as the committee have observed, 
no flag, not even that of our own country, has 
proved a protection from them. The immediate 
tendency of suffering such armaments, in def;- 
ance of our laws, wou!d have been to embroil the 
United States with all thé nations whose com- 
merce with our country was ee nder these 
depredations ; and, if not cheeked by all the 
means in the power’ of the government, would 
) have authorized claims from the subjects of for- 
Msp tit eign governments for indemnities, at the expense 
Hi of this nation, for captures by our peaple, in ves 
sels fitted out in our ports, and, as could not fail 
1] of being alledged, countenaneed by the very ne- 
{ glect of the necessary means for suppressing 
yi them. The possession of Amelia Island as a port 
; of refuge for such privateers, and of illic't traffic 
nl in the United States of their prizes, whieh were 
| frequently, as before stated, slave ships from Afri- 
ea, was a powerful encouragement and tempta- 
tion to multiply these violations of our laws, and 
made it ey of the. government to use all the 
means in {tS power to restore the security of our 
own commerce, and of that of friendly nations up- 
on oar éoasts, which could in no other way more 
effectually be done th: n by taking fyom this pi- 
raticu] and smuggling co abination their place of 
refuge. 









intentions of the legislature, and in pursuance of 
the provisions of the above recited resolution and 
acts, it became necessary (as it appeags to your 
committtee) to. suppress all establishments of the 
hostile nature of those ubove described, made in 
our vicinity, the objects of which appear to have 
been the oecupation of the Floridas, the spoliation of 
peaceful commerce upon and near our coasts by 
piratical privateers, the clandestine importation 
of goods, and the illicit introduction of slaves with- 
in our limits. Sach establishments, if suffered to 
subsist and strengthen, would probably have ren- 
dered nugatory all provisions made by law for the 
exclusion of prohibited pe*sons. The course 
ursuéd on this occasion, wili strongly mark the 
eelings and intentions of our government upon 
the great question of the slave trade, which is so 
justly considered by most civilized nations as» re- 
prgnant to justice and humanity, and which, in 
our particular case, is not -less 80 to all the dic- 
tates of a sound policy. 

Your committee antitipate beneficial results 
from the adoption of these measures by the ex- 
écutive, in the promotion of the security of our 
southern frontier and its neighboring sea; and 
i: the diminution of the evasions, latte ly so fre- 
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"Ser the treaty of peace with Franee, 1778yatt. 2ist United) 
States Laws, voi. 1, pare 88; with the Netherlands, 1782, art. 
29, vol. 1, page 162; with Sweden, 1783, art. 23, vol. 1, pa 

190; with Great Britain, 1794, art. 21, vol. 1, page 218} at 
Prussia, 1735, art. 20, vol. 1, page 233 ; and 1797, art. 20, vol. 
3, page 256; with Spain 1795, arw14, vol. 1, page 279. 
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In order, therefore, to give full effect to the | 


‘ 


[No. S. Vor, y 


quent, of our revenue and ‘prohibi 

The experience of ten years Thas Heine Bo 
ed the necessity of some new regulations’ be} 
adopted in order effectually to puta 

farther introguction of ‘slaves into the Unj 
States. In the act of congress prohibiting this 
inyportation, the policy of giving the } for. 
feiture of vessel and goods to the United States, 
and no part thereof to the informer, i 

be doubted. ‘This is an oversight whi 
be remedied. ‘Fhe act does ingleed 
of the personal penalties to the ifffor 
penalties are generally only nomi 
persons engaged in such traffic are uy 
the omission of the states to pass acts to 










gislating directly on the subject ‘themselves 


powers to do. a 
For these purposes your committe 
respectfully herewith to report a bill Peg lear 
Mr. Middleton also reported a bill in addition 
to the former acts. prohibiting the introduction of 
slaves into the United States; and the bill was 
twice read and committed. : 
The report was not read, but ordered to be 
Col. Anderson's Case. 


printed. 

The speaker laid before the house 
ing letter and enclosure, yesterday 
him from Jolzn Anderson ; - 





the follow. 


January 9, 1818... 

Srr—Unwiilling to be deprived, by any cm 

cumstances whatever, of an. acenty to ex: 
plain tothe honorable housé of. 







the motives. whieh have actuated 

duct, [beg leave to announce my wish to wave, 
with that object any constitutional or other ques. 
tion which may have arisen. *u0 


y lLenclose aletter which I had the honor 
morning to prepare for the consideration of the 
house. 

1 am, Sir, with profound respect, f 


JOHN ANDERSON 
ion. Henry Cray, hak 


Speaker of the house of representative.’ 

Sin--Considering the honorable body befok 
whose bar } am shortly to appear, as the guandi 
of those rights which as\a citizen I possess, and re- 
lying upon the generous feelings of its 
I have been induced to forego the privilege exe 
tended to me of employing counsel, lest it -mi 
be supposed that I was inclined to shelter 
by legal exceptions. As the novelty of my situs 
tion may, however, tend to surround me 
barrassment, it is ish, should the rule o pro- 
ceeding adupted by the house not the 
course, that such guestions as [have reducedtg 
writing, be propounded to the respective witneses 
by the clerk, and he should read the explanation 
and apology which I have to make. 

JOHN ANDERSON, 

To the Honorable Henry Clay, 

Speaker of the house of repre- 

sentatives of the United States. 

The letter having been read— 
| Mr. Forsyth moved that the resolutions ander 
consideration be laid on the table, that the house 
might proceed to the examination of the accused 
person. 
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is clearly within the scope of their Constitutional 
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act of congress, and to establish regulations tye; 
of the same, can only be remedied b congress | 
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‘the sitting by Messrs. M’*Lane, Alexander Smyth, 
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For. 1.—1818.] 


¢ 

A briefdehate took place on this motion (whieh 

pe wel given in its p'ace) in which Messrs. For- 

, Pitkin; Spencer, Harrison, Hopkinson, Poin- 

| be Desha, Rich, Beecher, and Pindall partici- 
ved. 

rhe motion was finally disagreed to, ayes about 

; and 
i debate was then’ resumed on the resolu- 
jonsoffered by Mr. Spencer, and continued by 

Poindexter, Holmes of Mass. Storrs, an 
ally Gntil after 4 o’clock ; when 
fouse adjourned. 
ROS Settlers on Public Lands. 

Jan. 12.—On motion of Mr. Scott, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public 
lands be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy and policy of amending the act entitled “ An 
act relating to the settlers on the lands ofthe Unit- 
ed States,” so that all settlerson Sg 009 lands, who 
have not leased from the United States, shall re- 
main thereon in peaceable possession, one year 
from the expiration of the existing laws on that 
subject. : ; 

Mr. Scott also offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on the public 
lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the making disposable, 
like other public lands, such parts and portions 
of the lead mines and salt springs in the Missouri 
territory, a3 shall be deemed not of sufficient ex- 
tent or value to be retained by the: government, 
reserving such only as shall be deemed of suffi- 
cient extent and value fer the public use. 


Case of Col. Anderson. 
‘The house proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the res s ‘offered by Mr Spencer, 
touching the casé Of col. John Anderson. 
The debate on this subject was resumed by Mr. 
Quarles, and continued during the remainder of 













Lowndes, Livermore, Miller, Rhea and Barbour. 

When the house adjourned, a motion was pend- 
ing, made by Mr. Khéa, (for the purpose, he 
said, of putting an end to a debate on a negative 
proposition) to strike’ out of the preamble tc the 
resolutions, the words, “ entertaining great 
doubts of its,” so as to make the preamble read, 
“ this house possessing the competent power to 
punisli John Anderson,” &c; 

The house adjourned a little after 4 o’clock, 

Petition of British Ojicers. 

Jan. 13.—Amongst the petitions this day pre- 
sented, was one by Mr. Harrison, trom col>N\ eed- 
ham, and sundry other British officers, lately ar- 
rested and imprisoned at. Philadelphia, on a 
charge of violating the néutrality of the United 
States between Spain and her colonies, but sub- 
sequently discharged from arrest and confinement, 
praying for the expense, trouble, and inconveni- 
ence which they have suffered, such relief as 
congress. shall deem just and reasonabie. The 
petition was referred to a special committee. 


Bill for half pay Pensioners, €9c. 


Mr. Johnson, of Ky. from the committée on mi- 
litary affairs, reported a bill providing for hdlf 
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The first section gives to the secretary of war 
the power of pong upon the pension list 
officers and: soldiers of the revolutionary wat, 
who are entitled to such by the provisions 
the act making provisions on this subject, in the 
year 1816. tiules and regulations in force, of 
hereafter to be made and_put in force, as to the 
admission of the officers and soldiers of the mili- 
tia, and the regular soldiers on the pension rolt 
of the. United States, aré: made applicable to the 
invalids of the revoltition, and of the Indian wars, 
placing all entitled to pensions on an equality. 

Section second extends the ha!f pay pensions 
of five years to the widows and orphans of the 
officers and soldiers of the militia, and others, 
now entitled by law, for a further term of five 
additional years, which will make the pension, 
if adopted, equal to half pay pensions to widows 
and orphangof ten years. ‘s 

Section third provides half pay pensions, ‘for 
the term of five years, for the widows of the sol- 
diers of the regular army, who were killed in bat- 
tle, or who died in the service during the late 
war. 

Section fourth extends half pay pensions to all 
such widows as lost their husbands after their 
return home from the military service of the 
United States, provided they died within six 
months after such return, and of diseases con- 
tracted in the service. 

By the fifth section, indigent mothers, who 
have lost an only son in the military service of the 
United States, provided such son died without 
wife or children, are to be provided for. 

Section sixth provides that every widow, whose 
husband was killed in battle, or in the ser- 
vice of his country, during the revolutionary war, 
shall receive a half pay pension for five years.] 

Fees of Officers in the Courts of the United States. 

Mr. Hopkinson moved the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to prepare and report a bill of fees 
for the officers of the United States, in the courts 
of the United states, : , 

Mr. Hopkinson observed, in offering this reso- 
lution, that it was well known there was no uhi- 
form rule on this subject in the different courts 
ofthe United States. It was not, however, to 
establish uniformity only, but something like jus- 
tice also, that he offered this motion : for if his 
information was correct, there were in some of* 
the states, impositions practised which were a dis- 
grace tothe United States. In one which he 
would mention, im the state of New-York, a de- 
gree of outrageous imposition existed, which 
would shock every member who heard him. Ja 
that state, Mr. H. said, if he was traly informed, 
there.had been one thousand prosecutions upon 
(the reporter understood him) license bonds ; 
upon each of tliese cases, untried, the fees of the 
district attorney were. sixty dollars, amounting 
to the suin of sixty thorigand dollars ithe whole. 
These were the fees je district attorney alone ; 
but including those-of the marshal and cleik, 
each case was burthened with about 140 dollars 
costs. If such practices are legal, said Mr. I. 





pay pensioners, invalid pensioners and for other 
purposes ; which was twice read by its title an 
committed. 
[The provisions of this bill are substantially 
the following : 4 
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~~ 





they ought to be ::0 longer so—if they are‘illegal, 
they oug: be suppressed. 
The lution was agreéd to nem con. 
“ Case of John Ander>np. 
The house having resumed .. 
of this subject. 


consideration 

















A6 
Mr. 


directing the attorney 


either house, for breach of privilege, &c. 
On the general question, previously discussed, 


the debate was renewed, and continued with un- 


abated animation to, the close of the sitting. 
Messrs. Tallmadge, Hopkinson and Sergeant de- 
Bvered their sentiments at ‘large on the subject. 

In the course of the debate, Mr. Rhea, with 

some incidental remarks on the resolutions, pro- 
a substitute to them, by the way of a- 
mendment, in the foilowing words : 

ResoWwed, That this house possesseth the com- 
petent power to punish John Anderson for his 
contempt of the house and his outrage upon one 
ofits members : and, therefore, 

Resolved, That the sergeant at arms be direct- 
ed to conduct the said John Anderson to the bar 
of the house. 

This motion was undecided, when, at a late 


Tr, 
The house adjourned. 
January 15.—Some business of minor impor- 


tance was transacted, after which on motionof 


Mr. Barbour, the committee on Post Office and 
Post Roads were instructed to inquire into the 
e iency of exempting from postage all letters 
and packets relative to the militia, to and from the 
Adjutant General of the respective states and ter- 
Titories. 

Caseof Colonel Anderson. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
ease of Col. Anderson.. The fallowing resolutions 
moved by Mr. Rhea, by way of amendment, being 
yet under consideration. 

Resolved, That this House possesseth compe- 
tent power to punish for contempt of its au- 
thority. . 

Therefore, Resolved, That the sergeant at 
arms be directed to conduct Jolin Anderson to 
the bar of the House.” 

Mr. Rhea, with a view to put his amendment 
in a shape more acteptable to gentlemen, modifi- 
ed his motion for amendment, so as to make the 
first resolution read as follows : 

Resolved, Thatthis House possesses adequate 
power to punish for contempts against it.” 

Mr. Pitkin assigned the reasons why he wished 
to avoid placing on the journal any thing afiirm- 
ing the authority of the House on the one hand, 
or denying it on the other; and, to escape the al- 
ternative presented to the House by the proposed 
resolution and amendment, he moved) to postpone 
indefinitely the eamsideration of the main question 
end the amendment proposed thereto. 

After some qtiestions to the Chair, and explana- 
tions therefrom, respecting tle effect of such ‘a 
postponement, that effect was pronounced from 
the Chair to be, to place the question in the state 
in which it was when the motion of Mr. Spencer 


was first made ; and, #f this course wert pursted, 
that the House wouldbe at fil liberty to take any 
course in rcs?ect to John Anderson, which ii its 


opinion was withia the scope of its constitutional 
¥ 
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Spencer, rose and withdrew the preamble 
to the resolution he had offered—leaving ajone 
for consideration the resolution, directing all fur- 
ther proceedings against the accused to cease, 
general to institute pro- 
ceedings against him, and instructing the judici- 
ary committee to inquire into the expediency of 
providing for the punishment of contempt of 


(No. & Vox! y 


After explanatory remarks. from 
bers, among 
madge, Bullard Smith and Cu ." 


wkom were Messrs. Righ, Rhea, Te, 


thie fos tp J 
For indefinite postponement : 


Against it yd 

The propositions before the House vie indef. 
nately postponed. 

Whereupon, Mr. Tallmadge offered ; 
ing resolution for consideration, 

* Resolved, That John Anderson 
brought to the bar of this House.” 
4] Mr. Rich proposed to amend the 
adding thereto the following : ; 

“ And that he have an opportunity of offer 
to the House any explanation of his ony 
fence, which he may think proper.” 

This motion Mr. Rich supported by ob 


The question was taken on 
and decided as follows: 








opposed the expediency proceeding 
than he had suggested in the present case, 
After a few observations from Mr. 
however, Mr. Rich withdrew his proposition, 
Mr. Rich subsequently moved to ingert in 
amendment, denying the power of the Hous, fo 


judge or punish any individuals, its own 
excepted, which motion was negatived yeep 
majority. 

Mr. Culbreth then moved to strike, out the 
whole of Mr. Tallmadge’s resolution, and to gub 
stitute by way of amendment the following: — 

“Whereas John Anderson is in cumady for 
offence —_ this House does not possegs 
constitutional power to try, or right to punish ; 
Therefore, Sf _ hae id 

“ Resolved, That the said’ 
discharged from the custody ¢ 
arms.” kvded 


And the question was ae as 
Pee preepecs. and decided as ana 





AS.—Messrs. Allen, Mass. Anderson, 
Ball, Barbour, Vir. Barber, Ohio, B = 
Bellinger, ‘Cruger, Culbreth, Edwards, Erving, $, 
C. Forney, Fuller, Garnett, Hale, Hall, N. C. ‘ 
kimer, Herrick, Hitchcock, Hogg, Johnson, Ken, 
Kinsey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Lian, Livermore, Mer 
rill, T. M. Nelson, Poindexter, Porter, Quarles, 
Rich, Robertson, Ken. Robertson, Lou. Ross, Saws 
yer, Shaw, Silsbee, Bal. smith, Speed, Sper 
Tarr, Trimble, Tucker, S.C. Walker, Ken, Wil- 
liams, N Y.—47. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Allen, Ver 
Anderson, Pen. Austin, Baldwin, Bateman, Bay- 
ley, Bennett, Bloomfield, Blount, Bodén, Boss, 
Bryan, Burwell, Butler, Campbell, Claggett, Clix 
borne, Cobb, Colsto Cook, Crafts, Crawford, 
Cushman, Darling Desha, Drake, Ellicott; 
Floyd, Folger, Fo age, Hall, Del. Harrison, 
Herbert, Hiester, mes, Mass. Holmes, Con. 
Hopkinson, Hubbard, Hunter, Huntingdon, Ing- 
ham, Irving, N. Y¥. Jones, Little, M“Lane, W, Ma- 
clay, W. P. Maclay, M‘Coy, Marchand, Marr, 
Mason, Mass. Mason, R. —, Mercer, Middleton, 
Miller, Moore, Morton, Moseley, Mumford, Mur- 
ray, Jer. Nelson, Hugh Nelson, Nesbitt, New, Oge 
den, Orr, Owen, Palmer, Parris, Parrot, Patterson, 
Pawling, Peter, Pindall, Pitkin, Pleasants, Keed, 
Rhea, Richards, Ruggles, Sampson, Savage, 
Sciruyler, Scudder, Sergeant, Settie, Seybert, 
Sherwood, slocumb, S. Smith, Alex. Smyth, J 3. 
Smith, Southard, Storrs, Strong, Strother, Stuart, 










powers. 





Tallmadge, Taylor, Terrell, Terry, Tompkins, 


tions regarding the general question, in which hig. on 
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' d, fucker, Ya. Tyler, Upham, Walker, 
Ac. Wallace, Wendover, Westerlo, Whiteside. 
Whitman, Williams, Con. Williams, N. C, Wilson, 


119. 
RS the House a age 4 to 7 to the amend- 
roposed by Mr. Culbreth. 
<—. uestion fos then taken on the motion 
that “ j Anderson be forthwith brought to the 
bar of this House,” and decided in the 
by Yeas and Nays: 118 to 45. 
‘Whereupon the sergeant at arms brought the 
; the bar, and the Speaker Pypcenced 
following interrogatories, to which he 
wreplies thereto : 
yyou acknowledge yourself to be John. 
? Answer. Yes 


rmative 








2 


:Z Did you write and deliver to Lewis Wil- 
lias, a member of this House, the letter, of which 
e copy has been furnished to you by the Clerk? 


‘3. From what part of the city did you write 


the letter? Ans. I wrote it at Mr. Bestor’s, 
where I board. : 
4. What is the amount of your own clairns, 


which you are attempting to liquidate? Answer. 
About 9,000 dollars. 
5. What is the amount of those of others, 


Which you are soliciting? Ans. About 21,000 
dollars 


6, Have you any interest in the latter. Ans. 
Wone, ofa pecuniary kind, but am influenced in 
their pursuit by motives of charity.  , 

/7. Had you any authority from the persons 
‘you represent to make the offer contained in 
your letter? .4ms, I have a general power of 
attorney to dojfor them as I would do for myself, 
but had no insttuctions to make that or any other 


with any persons now 
the claims of others? if so, 





roy, who is soliciting his own claim, and Colonel 
Watson, who is a general agent. 

9. Have you made any other offer‘tp any per- 
son. Ans. No. of 

10. Did you consult or advise with any person 
yo you Wrote and delivered the letter? Ans. 
I did not. 

11. Who is the Mr. Hulbard you, mention in the 
letter? Ans. He is a gentleman I became parti- 
ally acquainted with during the troubles at the 
river Raisin. I have not seen him since that 
time, till I arrived in this city at the present ses- 
sion of Congress, and did not recognize him until 
he made himself known to me. 

12. Has he any claims to solicit? Ans. Nune, 
to my knowledge. 

13, Have you any witn 
Fence to mke, in justi 
your cenduct? If you 
ready to’hear you. 

‘The prisoner at the bar then ealled upon his 
witnesses, viz. General Harrison, Colonel John- 
son, members of the House; Mr. R. J. Meigs, 
post master general; Captain Gray; Mr. Cyrus 
Mulbard; Captain Larrabee; Colonel Joseph 
Watson; Mr. Jolin H. Piatt; Captain S.,D. Rich- 
ardson; Mr. Pomroy; Lieutenant Conway; who, 
all being previously sworn, delivered in their 
testimony. x 

The testimony was uniform, as far as the know- 


to examine, or de- 
or explanation of 
fe, the house is now 
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seen t, and patriotic conduct. It was too dif- 
Fas for ubticntion entire ; that of Colonel R. M, 


Johnson is selected as a spé¢cimen of the general 
tenor of the evidence. - ; . 
Mr. Johnson, having been called on by the pri- 
soner to give to the house any information in his 
possession, touching his character and conduct, 
testified to this effect : that his knowledge 
character of col. John Anderson was not derived 
so much from personal ‘intercourse as from the 
information of others; but so far as his personal 
information extended, was corrulndennel! by it. 
When col. J. was on the north-western frontter, 


4] col. Anderson was a fugitive from Detroit, on the 


river Raisin, as col. J. had understood ; and bein 
well acquainted with the frontier of that pagt o 
~ United States, ag 9 him : yer: a 
regiment. How long he acted in that capaci 

Mr. J. did not recollect. As Far, said Mr yee 
his conduct came within my own knowledge, I 
considered him a very gallant and a very brave 
man. In relation to the information he had from 
other quarters, there was a general consent of 
opinion that, during the war, col. Anderson had 
been considered not only a gallant and patriotic 
man, but a man of integrity, who hadmade un- 
common sacrifices, of nearly all his property, 
from his devotion to the cause of the country. 
Mr. J. said he did also unde from several 


sources, that col. Apderson, at the of his own 
life, did, at the giver’ Raisin, rescue individuals 
from the hands,ofthe savages. Col. J. had fur- 


ther understood, he said, that col. Anderson, had 
refused the command of a regiment, offered ‘to 
him by the British commander, when the e 


had possession of that noorgy! Bn ‘col. Elliott, 
on being pressed to repeat t eT, answered, 
that he knew the character of-col. Anderson, 
fully, and that he knew he would as soon sub- 
mit to have his head ehopped off as to accept of 
it. Of John Anderson, said Mr. J.'in relation to 
his conduct to me at the last session and at this, 
i can say, whithout prejudice to. the merits of 
others, ] have never known an indivi whose 
losses were so great, and who knew 1 was dis- 
posed to advocate his claims, to take up so little 
of my time, and to be as modest in urging his 
claims. All these circumstances t er had 
given to Mr. J. a high idea of the integrity, of the 
gallantry, and of the patriotism of tol. Anderson. 

Other facts than those above mentioned were 
established by ample testimony, descriptive of the 
sufferings and steaglfastness of John Anderson 
in the c.use of the country during the war, &c. 

‘rhe exantination of the witnesses had not closed 
when the house adjourned. 

Friday, January 16. 

In the course of the examination of witnesses 
yesterday, in the case of col. Andersdn, a ques- 
tion was put by the Speaker to one of the wit- 
nesses, which led to the adoption of a resolution 
to 1 age acommittee to inquire whethe? any 
of the clerks, or other persons in the offices of 
government, have conducted themselves impro- 
perly or corruptly in thé discharge of their du- 
ties. : 


John Anderson was then remanded to the bar 
of the house, and proceeded in the further ex- 
amination of his witnesses,* 

General PB. Porter, Wyn. O’Neale, and W. 
P. Rathbohe, were then examined as witnesses 





ledge of the witnesses extended in giving the 
accused a high character for probity, cornect de- 


. 





in behalf of the accused, whose testimony waste 
the same effect as that giyen yestérday. 
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.Mr. Wiilliams, of N. C. was then called upon 
by the acoused, who put to him this question: 

Q. Did I ever directly or indiréctly, by any 
verbal communication, offer you any reward or 
inducement, to influence your good opinion in 
favor of my claim, or of any other élaims? 

Answer. You never made te any verbal offer 
of the-kind. _ > 

Col. Anderson. That is all I wished the house 
to know from your testimony. 

Mr. Williams. 1 presume, if you had made me 
any such offer, the house would have known it, 
without your asking it. 

Mr. !Wiigon, of Pa. being also called upon, tes- 
tified that col. A. hat), disclaimed, on finding the 
letter had offended Mr. Williams, any intention 
of offering the money to him with any ether view 
than as a Compenss.tion for extra trouble. 

On further questions by the Speaker. to John 
Anderson, it appears that the accused is a native 
of Scotland, came to this country at three years 
old, and is a naturalized citizen. 

The Speaker then said he had been instructed 
to propound to the prisoner the following inter- 
rogatory, to which col. Anderson made the re- 
ply subjoined. 

Question —In writing the letter to Lewis Wil- 
liams, a member of this house from North Caro- 
lina, in which you offer to him the sum of five 
hundred dollars, for services @ be performed by 
him in relation to claims for legpes sustained du- 
ring the late war, had you or had you not any 
intention to induce him to support your claims 
against his own convictions of their justice, or to 
interfere with the discharge of his legislative 
duties, orto offer any contempt to the dignity 
of the house of reprentatives. 

Answer.—No, sir: I call God to witness that, 
which is the most sacred appeal I can make, [I 
repeatedly assured him, that the offer was made 
without any wisi to influence his opinions in any 
degree. 

The accusedas then questioned whether he 


the negative. The Speaker then called upon 





f 

mand.—The troops so defended emselves 
the vessels, from the enemy that ane were in 
fectly safe. No man was killed of wountled 
when in the act of warping, or Casting ¢ 
mm M‘tntosh, who commanded # post twelve 
we attack. 


iles from fort Scott, with forty me: 
ed on the 15th ultimo, by poteuent hy 


tien wi 
















hundred Indians.—Captain M. defea’ 
out losing a s«)gle man, and has since b 
ed. There_had also been a skirmish bets 
friendly and hostile savages, in which th 
the former was killed, in consequente. 
number of the party unde: his comma 
and joined the hostile Indians. dts 
troops from this division were assembling gt 
tien every day, and it was understood ¢ 
would march immediaely for Hartford, General 
Glascock at the head of one thousand men from 
this state Jeft Hartford for the Indian nation os 
the 27th ultimo, in good order and high Me 
We understand the troops that were d 7m 
this city will take up their line of march og Wea. 
nesday next for Darien. ; ’ 





The proceedings of the national leg; 
seem to claim the preference to other 
and are called for by our readers 
quarter; we are therefore compelled ‘to 
much other matter, which otherwise. would 


a place. ‘The extraordipa 
eda of col. John boderten, othe eo 
presentatives, require attention: for the grat 
cation of our readers we shall dévote as f 
a space to it as pdssible, and, if found practi. 
cable, give the-debates at erat 

Since the suppression of the ‘establishment at 
Amelia Island, there is but little in nce from 
that place of interest. 3 ha” oe 

It is stated, in a letter datediat 4 on the 
3d instant, to a gentleman in Savannah, 
the shipping of United States at Guba at 
been embargoed—amounting to oné or two bun. 
dred sail!-eand that three Spani t a 


way to Amélia Island, to inquire fa nc ground, 
vernment 


from wh. cause, the Ameri 


had other witnesses to examine: he replied in || arrived at $t. Augustine from Ha , on their 


him for the defence which he had intimated it 
was his intention to offer. 

The prisoner, then addressing the chair, with 
Much earnestvess, in a briex manner stated the 
same palliations of the offence with which he 
stood charged, as are explained more at large in 
the following address, which he concluded. by 
delivering it to the clerk, by whom it was read: 

( Which will be given in our next.) 





A skirmish with the Indians.—-An express reach- 
ed Darien on Wednesday last from major-gene- 
ral Gaines to major Nix, the officer commanding 
at Darién, dated at the mouth of the Oconee n- 
ver, 5th of January, 1818, stating that he (gene- 
ral Gaines) had just reccived an express from 
colonel Arouckle informing bim that major Mul- 
enburg, who was,ascending the Flint river with 
three vessels, having on board a detachment of 

- United States’ troops, provisions, &c. was attacked 
thirty miies below fort Scott by rwe.vze HUNDRED 
Indians and , from both sides of the river, 
on the 16th ultiino. Whenthe express left, which 
Was on the i8th, the firing from both parties con- 
tinued ; at which tne major Mulenburg had 
three men killed and thirteen wounded; but 
there was not the least apprehension of any of the 
Wessels beings taken that were under his com; 











had taken possession of that place. 

We are at a joss to conjecture what could in. 
duce the Spanish authorities to adopt such amea 
sure.—We are disposed to doubt the correctness 


of this report. 
ERRATA, " 


COLONEL ANDERSON’S LETTER: 

In col. Anderson’s letter published in out last 
number, an error occurred ir. the name of agen. 
tleman therein mentioned, which, in justice t 
the parties requires correction. In part of our 
impression, thexnanmie Of Mr. Hubbard. appeared 
among others referréd to by:col. Anderson, who 
would support a statement which he ys 
to lay before the committee of claims ; it 
have been /fudbard. Mr. Hubbard is a resp 
member from Madison county, -New-Yorky+te 
whom col. Anderson _was entirely unknown, bes 
fore tie was brought before the house o:repte- 
sentatives to answer for the alleged offence of 
Whiting the letterin question. Mr. Mulbard is, 
we understand, from Sandusky, Obio, and is 
here as agent for the settlement of claims with 
the government. Gentlemen who received nam- 
bers containing. this error, and keep file of the 

Register, are requested to make the ccrrection 
with their pencils. 











